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Bill Type and Number:  Ordinance 2011-724
Sponsor: Council Member Clark:
Date of Introduction: November 8, 2011
Committee(s) of Reference: F
Date of Analysis: November 11, 2011
Type of Action: Special District Establishment
Bill Summary: This ordinance regards the establishment of the Isle of Palms Special District in accordance with Section 189.4041, Florida Statutes; adopts a charter for the “Isle of Palms Special District” for the limited purpose of maintaining the system of canals located within the Isle of Palms community; establishes a five member Board of Supervisors to be originally appointed by the City Council with all five initial terms expiring on November 20, 2012, and all five supervisors being elected by the qualified electors of the district beginning with the 2012 general election; provides a legal description of the boundaries of the district; provides that the Board of Supervisors  shall have the authority to impose a non-ad valorem assessment in an amount up to $1,000 annually for each residential unit within the district; provides that the Board of Supervisors shall have the authority to appropriate funds for the limited purpose of maintaining the canal system.
Background Information: Florida Statutes provide that the City Council may create dependent special districts for the purpose of delivering essential services to specific areas within the City.  The system of canals located within the Isle of Palms community, located in Council District 3, require continuous maintenance in order to remain navigable and sanitary.  The City is unable to provide the human and financial resources required to properly maintain this system of canals.  A dependent special district financed by the property owners who benefit from properly maintained canals is an appropriate, efficient and effective vehicle to insure that the canals are properly maintained.  This legislation creates the Isle of Palms Special District to insure that the canals are properly maintained.
Policy Impact: Special Districts
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
Analyst: Jackson
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